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MERCCO Second Annual Salsa and Merengue Dance Competition
DANCE COMPETITION REGULATIONS
1. The MERCCO Second Annual Salsa and Merengue Dance Competition (“the Dance Competition”) is open to all people 19 years of age and older who reside in Canada.

2. To participate, dancers MUST be amateurs. Professional dancers are those individuals who have been paid to teach or perform salsa or merengue dancing. This income represents 50% or more of their individual earnings.
3. Only male/female couples will be admitted to compete. There will only be room for 15 competing couples, registered on a first-come first-serve basis.

4. There shall be a participant meeting held prior to the beginning of the Dance Competition for the purpose of reviewing contest format and rules, drawing of running order, approval of dance floor, and announcement of music selections. 
5. Warm-up time shall be allowed at the beginning of each session. All dancers need to be on the dance floor by 4:30 PM. A pre-registration table will be available to assist all participants.

6. Music will be selected by the MERCCO Dance Committee and will be released on the day of the session. During the Third Round of the competition, the finalists will be expected to bring their own music, which should not exceed 2.5 minute in length, to demonstrate a showcase performance of their choice. 
7. For the preliminary rounds of the competition, competitors will be divided into groups of three couples. Each group shall free-style simultaneously to TWO (2) songs, each of which shall not exceed 2.5 minutes in length. The salsa and merengue songs shall be selected by the organizers.

8. All dancers are required to participate during the first two rounds of competition. The First Round appearance shall be determined by a draw. The remaining couples shall present in rotation. Contestants must be ready to perform when scheduled and/or called or risk a score of zero (0) or disqualification.
9. A panel of FIVE (5) judges consisting of dance instructors, professional dancers or amateur dancers with competition experience shall be used to assess the participant performances. All judges agree to assess participants in an impartial manner. Any conflict-of-interest shall be reported to and resolved by the Contest Coordinator. 
10. Judges will evaluate all the competitors using the Evaluation Criteria. Judging will be done on a “Relative Placement System”. Each judge will issue a 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, etc. placement. Final placement will be determined by absolute majority of placements. For example, with a panel of five judges, the 1st place winner must have 3, 4 or 5 1st place votes. If no couple has an absolute majority of 1st place votes, the number of 1st-2nd place votes for each couple is counted. If no couple has the absolute majority of 1st-2nd place votes, the 1st-3rd place votes are counted and so on until a first place winner is selected. 2nd place is done the same way beginning with counting the number of 2nd place votes and 3rd place the same. (See MERCCO Dance Competition Evaluation Criteria).
11. Computation of scores in each of the two dance categories and overall scores shall be determined by the total score of all judges. The presentation of awards shall take place immediately after the last dance of the competition. Prizes and certificates for participation will be given at the end of the competition as follows:

· First prize: $800.00 Plus 2 full passes to the First Annual Gatineau Salsafair 

(April 1-3 2011)
· Second prize: $400.00 Plus surprise gifts
· Third prize: $ 200.00 Plus surprise gifts
Certificates of Participation will be given to all participants.
12. Participant elimination will commence following the Second Round of competition. 
13. SEVEN (7) of the FIFTEEN (15) couples shall advance to the third and final round of competition following the second day of the event on March 20, 2011.
14. During the Final Round of competition, taking place on March 27, 2011, each couple will present a performance of their own using their own music provided in advance in CD format. The selected music shall not exceed 2.5 in length. Failure to comply with time limits will result in ZERO (0) points.

15. Couples are required to demonstrate knowledge in traditional/classic and modern salsa and merengue techniques. At least 80% salsa dancing technique must be demonstrated. Variations in the dance are allowed as long as the character of the dance remains intact. Creativity, pre-planned choreography and embellishment of signature aspects of the dances are expected.  Lifts, drops, aerials, or acrobatic moves are allowed. (see Waiver of Claim).

16. A DROP will be defined as any move where the head and torso of one partner is entirely below the waist level of the other partner and weight is supported by the other partner. 

17. An AERIAL will be described as any move where one partner independently brings both feet off the floor and one foot is above either partner’s shoulder level or both feet are above either partner’s waist level.
18. An ACROBATIC will be described as any move where one person independently passes his/her foot, leg, or body over and across the plane of one’s own partner’s head, or passes his/her body under or through the legs of the other partner. 

NOTE: Exaggerated moves that marginally approach the parameters of the above criteria may be subject to severe point loss at the judge’s discretion. Allowable moves are defined as:  Leans, dips or leverage moves where one partner supports some, but not all of the partner and the partner is not “lifted” or “dropped”. 
19. All competitors are required to sign a Waiver of Claim and Release from Liability during pre-registration.

20. Neither alteration of house lights nor use of non-dance personnel is allowed.
21. While flirtatious moves are acceptable, overt sexual, vulgar or crude dance positions are inappropriate. 
22. Props are allowed in the couples’ showcase selection (“showcase”). ‘Props’ are defined as small, handheld or worn objects that can be appropriately revealed, utilized, and retained (e.g., tear-away skirt,  hand-held flowers, spurs, parasols, canes, ropes, chairs, suitcases, etc.). In other words, start with an empty floor, leave with an empty floor. 
23. Dance performance must be directed so as not to flagrantly interfere with the dance “space” of other couples, as determined by their starting positions within the floor. Three couples will share the floor at a time during the First and Second Round. During the warm up, all couples are prohibited from performing acrobatics.
24. Contestants are encouraged to wear costumes or matching outfits. Jeans are not permitted as costumes. 
25. Dance contestants will be allowed to begin their dance routine again in any category only if it is as a result of equipment failure. It is the responsibility of the dance couple to ensure that their CD is not defective. No repeat performance will be allowed for a defective CD.
26. Equipment and photographic cameras for the purpose of commercial use shall be registered upon entry to the dance facility and are subject to any and all restrictions placed upon the owners of such equipment by the MERCCO Competition Committee. Contestants, in conjunction with the Competition Committee, shall designate area(s) for use of such equipment.
27. The Competition Committee reserve the right to change the competition system in the preliminary and final rounds.
28. The competitors shall accept the decisions of the judges and the Organizers as FINAL and indisputable. 
For more information, contact Carmen Chaman at 613-698-6949 or at info@mercco.org, or visit our website at www,mercco.org.
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